
COIL and Summitx.org:
Innovative Approaches to 

International Online Collaboration



The purpose of this workshop is

to discuss examples, methods and mechanisms

for connecting and collaborating across cultures

and distance for the common good.



Learn about the purpose and practices of globally 

connected teaching and learning (GCTL) experiences.

Understand the Collaborative Online International 
Learning (COIL) method: Why it is used, and how it is 
effectively applied in practice.

Consider the collaborative activities and needs of 

Summit teams, and the functions of the 

https://Summitx.org website.

https://summitx.org/
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learning experiences that are carefully designed to 
encourage and support constructive cross-cultural
communication, collaboration, and/or dialogue between 
individuals or groups who are geographically distant and/or 
from different cultural backgrounds.  
These experiences are technology-enabled, sustained 
(conducted through institutional partnerships, curriculum-based, and 

guided), and supported by educators or facilitators. 
GCTL leverages ubiquitous, robust, and low/no-cost 
technologies to bring the potentially transformative impact 
of meaningful intercultural experience to all.

~Adapted from Virtual Exchange Coalition and EVOLVE 
(Evidence-Validated Online Learning through Virtual Exchange) 

GCTL is …GCTL is an umbrella term for…



The Five P’s of Globally Connected
Teaching & Learning

•Partners/Partnerships

•Pedagogy

•Participants

•Personhood (the self)

•Platform (the technology)

•Policy (governments, accrediting bodies)





Post-Secondary Education



East Carolina University











Primary and Secondary Education







Youth Organizations





Why are they doing it?

Students/Children/Youth
• Facilitate direct intercultural experience
• Reduce fear of “other”
• Bridge to going abroad
• Develop confidence
• Confront stereotypes
• Authentic language learning/practice environment
• Learn to collaborate across cultures and time zones 

(prepare for global workforce)



Why are they doing it?

Students/Children/Youth (cont’d.)
• Affordable opportunity for Global Experiential Learning
• Global awareness/international perspectives
• Intercultural competence development
• Develop global citizen identity



Why are they doing it?

Faculty/Tutors/Instructors

• Opportunity to innovate
• Internationalize curriculum
• Opportunity to collaborate internationally
• Personal and professional development
• Gain confidence with technology
• Opportunity for data collection and research
• New perspectives on one’s discipline
• Appreciate growth and learning in students
• Develop global citizen identity



Why are they doing it?

Administrators

• High-impact/low-cost internationalization strategy
• New reason to form international partnerships
• Opportunity to strengthen existing partnerships
• Invigorate faculty (research, new pedagogies)
• Aligns with mission goals around “developing globally 

engaged citizens”



Why are they doing it?



Cultivating the 
Globally 

Sustainable Self!

Ultimately, it’s about





Turnkey, packaged 
systems or projects, 
prepared curriculum



Soliya

www.soliya.net









Sharing Perspectives Foundation















FREE



FREE



Donors and funders

€
£ $











1.Find your own partner(s)
2.Develop your own curriculum (pedagogy)
3.Decide on (and implement) your 

technologies (platform)





http://uni-collaboration.eu/

FREE

http://uni-collaboration.eu/






Two examples of DIY GCTL courses

http://ottawau.blackboard.com

Username: SummitSeries

Password: SummitSeries

http://ottawau.blackboard.com/


I think I see people differently than I used to.  I think I’m a 

bit more open-minded . . . and not as hesitant when it comes 

to communicating with people from different parts of the 

world and trusting them because I don’t (sic) personally 

have met them or know them.  Also, I think by meeting a lot 

of you Americans through Zoom and communicating it was 

good for me to get a different picture for you as people and 

as a nation than what the media represents . . . 

~Ankica, in an interview following 8-week GCTL course



COIL
Collaborative Online International Learning



Agenda for the 2nd Section

PART ONE

An introduction to Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL)

PART TWO

Case studies from an US institution and Kansai University 

PART THREE

POTENTIAL USE OF COIL FOR THE FUTURE GLOBAL EDUCATION



Collaborative
Online
International
Learning

COIL stands for:

What is COIL?







☆ Soliya has a specific platform for individual students to participate,

a set format to propose discussion questions.
☆ COIL does not  request a specific platform. 



Cooperating instructors work closely
with all students, but in most cases
these students are enrolled, charged
tuition, and awarded grades only at
their home institution. 

Classes may be fully online or, more often, offered in blended formats 
with traditional face-to-face sessions taking place at both schools, 
while collaborative student work takes place online.

COIL = Flexible Model

-> Some of the newly developing programs 
may do a joint grading

-> Mobility is not hindered but rather encouraged.



COIL Experience at
Kansai University

Keiko IKEDA, Ph.D.

KU-COIL Coordinator

Vice-Director, Center for International Education

Professor, Division of International Affairs



Kansai University 

Since 1886



Students………………………….…...30,147

International Students……………….1,200

Faculty Members…………...………..2,259

Administrative Staff……………..……..503

Alumni……………………………....408,830

Applicants for Entrance Exams….86,464



• Law

• Letters

• Economics

• Commerce

• Sociology

• Policy Studies

• Engineering Science

• Environmental and Urban 

Engineering

• Chemistry, Materials and 

Bioengineering

• Foreign Language Studies

• Safety Science (2010)

• Health and Well-being (2010)

• Informatics (Takatsuki Campus)

13 Departments



KU-COIL Enhanced

“4-6 weeks exchange”

KU-COIL Extended

“Entire semester”

Pre KU-COIL

“One time virtual 

exchange”

COIL Model at Kansai University

Student to student 

virtual exchange over 

one week and a small 

number of virtual 
interactions.

The standard COIL 

practice, consist of 4-6 

weeks of collaborative 

learning activities.

COIL is incorporated 

into the course for the 

whole semester.



Pre-Exchange Exchange Post-Exchange

Building 
Relationships

Conducting PBL Sustaining Ties 

KU COIL Options

PBL (Problem/Project Based Learning) 



Intercultural 
Communication

Skill Acquisition

Cultural Awareness

Problem-Solving Analysis
(critical thinking)

TeamworkPlanning

Digital Literacy Media Production



KU-COIL Network 2014-2018

21 Universities

11 Countries



U.S.

SUNY Oswego
SUNY Ulster
University of Guam
Nassau Community College
Fashion Institute of Technology

Scotland Glasgow Caledonian University

Netherlands The Hague University of Applied Sciences (new)

Taiwan

Cheng Shiu University
National Taiwan University
Asia University
National Ilan University

KU-COIL Network 2014-2018



Malaysia
International Islamic University Malaysia
University of Malaysia Pahang

South Korea
Solbridge International School of Business
SangMyung University

KU-COIL Network 2014-2018

Mexico
University of Monterrey
Monterrey Institute of Technology

Indonesia Al Azhar Indonesia University

Thailand Panyapiwat Institute of Management

China Tianjin Normal University

Tanzania University of Dar es Salaam







Malaysia  

OVERSEAS COIL WORKSHOP







KU-COIL EXAMPLE 

COIL with a wide range of disciplines 

Collaborative lectures 

exchange with overseas 

partner universities and 

discussion online 

Photo: Science and technology 

class with University 

Malaysia Pahang (Fall Semester 2016)



LIVE COMMUNICATION WITH

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA
[ASEAN STUDIES] TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: 

RELIGION AND BELIEFS IN MALAYSIA & JAPAN



WORKING ASYNCHRONOUSLY
KANSAI UNIVERSITY & FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (US)

FACEBOOK GROUP AS COIL PLATFORM

※13 HOURS TIME DIFFERENCE

COIL project submissionIce-breaking activities: Self introduction

Students communicated outside the 
classroom time using their chosen App to 
work on their COIL project. Weekly progress 
report was done via Facebook post.



FOR   LIVE   COMMUNICATIONS  FOR   COLLABORATIVE   COMMUNICATIONS  

Students are using 
chat function in 
Adobe Connect to 
create story board

FOR   ASNYCHRONOUS  COMMUNICATIONS



FOR   LIVE   COMMUNICATIONS FOR   COLLABORATIVE   COMMUNICATIONS  

KU-COIL TASKS

Self introduction using 
video message between 
KU and Nassau 
Community College

Q & A after watching
video posted by their
partners

Students are using chat 
function in Adobe Connect to 
create story board for their 
video project

FOR ASYNCHRONOUS COMMUNICATIONS



Institute for Innovative Global Education @ KU 



Contemporary International Education Without Borders Through COIL Practice

Innovative 
pedagogy using 

COIL and supports 
for its 

implementation in 
class     

Assessments 
for COIL 
projects 

Dissemination of 
COIL method 
among higher 

education 
institutions in 
Japan and U.S.

Development of 
the next COIL 

model   

Improvement of 
student’s mobility 
program through 

COIL  



Each track has a set of learning 
outcomes. COIL courses are 

available from first year.

COIL courses are offered to all 
students and available in a wide 
variety of courses from general 

to specialized subjects.

More challenging COIL courses 
are available as elective courses 

in the next tracks for all 
enrolling students.

Graduate 
Schools

Seniors

Juniors

Sophomores
Freshmen

Cultural Diversity in Workplace
Comparative study of mass media portrayal of 

multicultural community and the actual workplace.
Introduction to World Affairs (FIT)

x 

Global PBL (KU)

Sustainable Development Goals
Exploring the commonality between Japanese SDGs and 

Hawaiian’s Aloha+
International Conflict Management (UH Hilo)

x 

Japanese War and Conflicts through Films (KU)

Japan Through The Outsiders and Insiders Lens
Japanese values and cultures as seen in the Japanese 

literatures.
Japanese Literature (KCC)

x 

Japanese Philosophy and Thoughts (KU)

Track 1
Language and cross-cultural understanding 

focused.
Nurturing cross-cultural competence, negotiation 
skills, practical foreign language skills, and team 

work skills.

Collaborating 
Institution

Topic

Task

COIL Course

Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT)

University of Hawaii at Hilo (UH Hilo)

Kapi’olani Community College (KCC)

Track 2
Expertise focused.

Task based learning in an international virtual team 
in the students’ area of specialization.

Clemson University (CU)

Surveys in Medical Equipment Production 
and Approval Process in Japan and U.S.

Students will study the process to commercialization 
in this project.

International Special Research Topics in Bioengineering 
(CU)

x 

Mentored Research in Bioengineering (KU)

Marketing Project in Japan
Innovation & Entrepreneurship & Marketing in Japan 

and U.S.
Innovation & Entrepreneurship in the San Francisco Bay 

Area (UC Berkeley)
x 

Special lecture in Faculty of Business and Commerce
Japanese Industries and Companies (The Global 

Competition) (KU)

University of California, Berkeley (UC 
Berkeley)

North Arizona University (NAU)

Diversity and Business
Changes in awareness towards “Diversity” in the 
internationalized Japan and U.S. organizations.

Anthropology 215, Crossing Cultures (NAU)
x 

Field Based Learning (KU)

Track 3
Expertise focused (advance level)

Aiming for certification in inter-faculty program at 
the U.S. institution through advanced learning skill.

University at Albany (SUNY Albany)

International Issues in the Modern Society
Critically analyzing international problems occur in 
the U.S. and other country or region that strongly 

affecting the U.S., and bring to light the main cause 
of the intercultural friction and suggest solutions to 

these issues.
Launched as part of Global Distinction Program for 

Albany’s students. Start in 2019.
Comparative Asian Culture Studies

Japanese Society 

Certified Program begin in 2021

James Madison University (JMU)

Cross-cultural and Language Studies
Japanese and English tandem language learning. 

Investigating the communication difference in 
business communication between  Japan and the U.S. 

through sociolinguistic view.
Joint project between JMU and KU.

Establishment of JMU-KU Joint Certificate Program.
Start in 2021.

Cultural Diversity (temp.)
Contemporary Gender Studies (temp.)

To be enrolled prior to U.S. visit  equivalent to 6 credits 
that available in level system. After enrolling in JMU for one 

semester, students enroll in courses for the rest of the 
credits required for the qualification.



https://summitx.org
The Summit Series Virtual Extension



Summitx.org

The vision for this virtual extension of the "Summit Series: Cultivating 
the Globally Sustainable Self" initiative is to foster ongoing, 
collaborative activities while also sharing information, media and 
curricular materials with the public, in support of the sustainable self.





Register



Activate Account 



Login



Log-in View



Access Once Logged In



Notifications



Groups





Groups



Groups





Access Member Pages Using a Password

Password:
summitextension



Collaboration Tools Information & “How To”



Other Collaboration “Integration Solutions”

Solutions often include videoconferencing, chat, screen and/or file 
sharing, storage, and social media features.

• Google Suite Apps

• #slack, Skype or Zoom, Dropbox

• Stride (https://www.stride.com/how-it-works) 

• WebEx Teams (https://www.webex.com/products/teams/index.html) 

• Zoom, Google Calendar, Google Drive

https://www.stride.com/how-it-works
https://www.webex.com/products/teams/index.html


See Handout for
Summit Series Technology Survey Link

Please report on the functions and usability of the site, suggestions for 
improving the site, and for what purposes you would like to use it. Ex.

• Online learning

• Online meetings

• Scholarly portal

• Webinars

• Other



Thoughts about GCTL, COIL, Summitx.org?



Contact 
Information

Dr. Keiko Ikeda

Collaborative Online International Learning

Vice-Director, Center for International Education

Professor, Division of International Affairs

Kansai University, Osaka, Japan

keikoike@kansai-u.ac.jp

Dr. Carine E. Ullom

Globally Connected Teaching and Learning

Director, Instructional Design & Academic Technology

Faculty, School of Education

Ottawa University, Ottawa, KS, USA

carine.ullom@ottawa.edu

Dr. Michele Estes

Summitx.org the Summit Series Extension

Director, Graduate Educational Technology Programs

Associate Professor, College of Education

James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA, USA

estesmd@jmu.edu

Materials
bit.ly/coilsummitxfiles

Technology Survey
bit.ly/summitxsurvey

Summitx Website
https://summitx.org


