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Brief History of Sustainability Initiatives



“Our institutional 
strategic plan, commits 
to modelling and 
advancing sustainability 
as an integral part of 
university life.”

President David Turpin
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Outreach & Communications









Zero Waste Stations

• Shift to viewing waste as 
a resource

• Rolling out across 
campus

• Aside from mixed paper 
and organics, recyclables 
do not have to be sorted
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Green Buildings Initiatives



Green Purchasing
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2018 Launch of UASC

• The University of Alberta Sustainability Council

• Formed as a result of the Recognition of 
opportunities for growth in Academic Programing 
related to Sustainability
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In many ways, a core focus of the new unit is to 
ensure that the University of Alberta is doing the 
best possible job in ensuring that students are 
“Cultivating the Globally Sustainable Self”
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Draft Principles – Student Learning

Every graduating 
student should leave 
this campus informed 
of issues of social, 
economic, 
environmental, and 
cultural sustainability



UASC

Draft Principles – Student Learning

Every graduating 
student should have 
critically reflected upon 
those issues and 
explored their own 
(changing) perspectives 
on them.  
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Draft Principles – Student Learning

Every graduating 
student should be 
empowered through 
their degree program 
to contribute to the 
transition to a more 
sustainable and more 
equitable world.  
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Draft Principles – Student Learning

Students who want to become leaders in the 
transition to sustainability should be provided with 
academic programing that empowers them to do so.  
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Three Key Challenges

1. Plurality of ‘Sustainability’. 
2. The need to teach students about processes of 

societal transitions.
3. The need to engage students in ways that 

facilitate Transformative Learning*    
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Pluralism in Sustainability
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Processes of Transition
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Transformative Learning



UASC

Next Steps
• Broad engagement with faculty and students
• Building a comprehensive database of courses, 

instructors, researchers, on campus
• Developing forums for engagement across disciplines 

and approaches (getting beyond debating definitions).  
• Developing new courses
• Expanding enrollment in our certificate program
• Launching ‘Sustainability 101’ type course and seek buy 

in to have all students on campus be required to take it
• Continue to expand and further developing experiential 

learning opportunities.   



Thank You!

Dr. Robert J. Summers (Bob)
Robert.Summers@ualberta.ca

Twitter: @RJSCity
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