
COIL and Summitx.org:
Innovative Approaches to 

International Online Collaboration



The purpose of this workshop is

to discuss examples, methods and mechanisms

for connecting and collaborating across cultures

and distance for the common good.



Learn about the purpose and practices of globally 

connected teaching and learning (GCTL) experiences.

Understand the Collaborative Online International 
Learning (COIL) method: Why it is used, and how it is 
effectively applied in practice.

Consider the collaborative activities and needs of 

Summit teams, and the functions of the 

https://Summitx.org website.

https://summitx.org/
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learning experiences that are carefully designed to 
encourage and support constructive cross-cultural
communication, collaboration, and/or dialogue between 
individuals or groups who are geographically distant and/or 
from different cultural backgrounds.  
These experiences are technology-enabled, sustained 
(conducted through institutional partnerships, curriculum-based, and 

guided), and supportedby educators or facilitators. 
GCTL leverages ubiquitous, robust, and low/no-cost 
technologies to bring the potentially transformative impact 
of meaningful intercultural experience to all.

~Adapted from Virtual Exchange Coalition and EVOLVE 
(Evidence-Validated Online Learning through Virtual Exchange) 

GCTL is ΧD/¢[ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊΧ



¢ƘŜ CƛǾŜ tΩǎ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭƭȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ
Teaching & Learning

ÅPartners/Partnerships

ÅPedagogy

ÅParticipants

ÅPersonhood (the self)

ÅPlatform (the technology)

ÅPolicy (governments, accrediting bodies)
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Youth Organizations





Whyare they doing it?

Students/Children/Youth
ÅFacilitate direct intercultural experience
ÅwŜŘǳŎŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ άƻǘƘŜǊέ
ÅBridge to going abroad
ÅDevelop confidence
ÅConfront stereotypes
ÅAuthentic language learning/practice environment
ÅLearn to collaborate across cultures and time zones 

(prepare for global workforce)



Whyare they doing it?

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎκ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴκ¸ƻǳǘƘ όŎƻƴǘΩŘΦύ
ÅAffordable opportunity for Global Experiential Learning
ÅGlobal awareness/international perspectives
Å Intercultural competence development
ÅDevelop global citizen identity



Whyare they doing it?

Faculty/Tutors/Instructors

ÅOpportunity to innovate
Å Internationalize curriculum
ÅOpportunity to collaborate internationally
ÅPersonal and professional development
ÅGain confidence with technology
ÅOpportunity for data collection and research
ÅbŜǿ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ
ÅAppreciate growth and learning in students
ÅDevelop global citizen identity



Whyare they doing it?

Administrators

ÅHigh-impact/low-cost internationalization strategy
ÅNew reason to form international partnerships
ÅOpportunity to strengthen existing partnerships
Å Invigorate faculty (research, new pedagogies)
Å!ƭƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ



Whyare they doing it?



Cultivating the 
Globally 

Sustainable Self!

¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ





Turnkey, packaged 
systems or projects, 
prepared curriculum



Soliya

www.soliya.net









Sharing Perspectives Foundation
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Donors and funders
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